
THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

SOUTH WESTERN SYNOD

APPLICATION FOR A GRANT FOR LAY TRAINING

Guidelines
The purpose of the Lay Training Grant scheme is to build up the ministry of the whole people of God and to encourage people to develop their God-given gifts. The scheme is not limited to training people for specific tasks in the church, but seeks to help people to explore their role within the overall work of the church. A limited budget is available for this.

1.
Who can apply for Lay Training Grants?

Grants are available to people who are members of the United Reformed Church.

2.
What can grants be used for?

Grants will only be given for training courses which fit the purpose given above.

Grants may not be used for attendance at Church Assemblies, general church conferences, network meetings or meetings of organisations, unless there is a significant training element.

Priority will be given to URC-designated training courses.

3.
How to apply

a.
It is recommended that applications are made before signing up to a course of training as retrospective approval will not necessarily be given and grants may not cover the whole cost of training.
b.
The attached application form should be completed giving sufficient detail to show how the proposed training relates to the purpose of the grant scheme. 
c.
Applications should be sent to the Synod Pastoral Advisor, who approves grants and arranges for them to be paid by the Synod.
4.
Other sources of support

Financial support may be available from other sources, such as the local church; this should be sought before completing an application to the Synod.  Details should be entered in the appropriate place on the form. 

5.
How grants are paid

Once a grant application is approved, grants will be paid on completion of a grant claim form. Please note that receipts for course fees and other expenditure are required to support grant claims, as are details of funded car journeys. This means that applications should be made in advance, grants are normally paid afterwards. Grant claim forms should be sent to the Synod Office.

6.
Feedback

Following your participation in a course for which a grant is given, you will be asked to submit a report on the course indicating what you gained from it and whether you would recommend it to others.

THE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

SOUTH WESTERN SYNOD

APPLICATION FOR A GRANT FOR LAY TRAINING
It is important to read the attached guidelines before completing this form.

Name:
…………………………………………………………………………………….

Address:
…………………………………………………………………………………….


…………………………………………………………………………………….


…………………………………………………………………………………….

Tel. No:
………………………………
E-mail address:
………………………………

Local church of which you are a member:
………………………………..………………

COURSE / PROGRAMME
Date(s):

Details of course (attach copy of relevant literature, if possible):

Why do you want to do this course?

What do you hope will be the benefit to you / your church?

Please fill in the details of costs and other assistance overleaf
DETAILS OF COST relating to course for which grant assistance is sought

	Course fee(s)
	£

	Accommodation
	£

	Travel (non-car)
	£

	Mileage (car travel)
	miles at          p/mile 
	£

	Books
	£

	Other costs (give details)
	£

	TOTAL
	£


Details of assistance requested/received from other possible sources of support

	Name of Source
	Amount Requested
	Amount Received

	Local Church
	
	

	District
	
	

	Trust Funds and other sources (please give details)
	
	

	Own resources
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	




Please return to:
Signed:


………………………………………………
South Western Synod Office


Taunton URC,



18 Paul Street,
Date:

Taunton

………………………………………………
TA1 3PF

To be completed by the Synod Pastoral Advisor
I support this application and recommend the South Western Synod to pay a grant of 

	£


Grant reference:
…………………………

Signed:
……………………………………
Date:
………………………………

Synod grant application form (Sept 2021)


